
Dillon’s new Toolholders fit your RL 550B and XL 650 and
ensure that the tools you need to service your reloader are

handy and organized. No more digging around your bench trying
to find the right size hex wrench!
XL 650 w/Wrench Set F27-11555 $25.95
XL 650 w/o Wrench Set F27-11554 15.95
RL 550 w/Wrench Set F27-11541 24.95
RL 550 w/o Wrench Set F27-11543 14.95
Casefeed RL 550, w/Wrench Set F27-11540 24.95
Casefeed RL 550, w/o Wrench Set F27-11542 14.95
Dipped Ball-End Hex Wrenches F27-11483 14.95
One-Inch Bench Wrench F27-10842 6.95

Dillon’s RL 550, XL 650 Toolholders

Clockwise, from left: RL 550
Toolholder, XL 650 Toolholder,
RL 550 Toolholder installed,
RL 550 Toolholder installed on
a Casefeed-equipped RL 550B,
and parts breakdown of RL 550
Toolholder and Wrench Set.
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I could choose to use them anyway. I could
choose to throw them away. Or, as I am more
likely to do, I will relegate them to practice
only. Actually, I have sometimes chosen one
other alternative. That is to identify them and be
certain to use them only at the beginning of a
stage where I specifically chamber them and
ensuring they fully chamber in the gun before
beginning. An in-between choice would be to
remove the barrel from the gun and try them in
it after they fail the gauge.

In fact, some always use the barrel as their
gauge, and that is certainly better than not gaug-
ing the cartridges at all. Overall, though, we
expect the gauge to be tighter than the barrel
chamber. This is why I can normally expect that
those rounds that failed the gauge will still work
without problem in my gun.

It’s an added sense of confidence to use
ammunition that you know gauged properly.
Why risk your match performance on question-
able ammunition? By the time we pay a match
entry fee, invest the time in preparing for the
match, loading, gathering equipment together,
practicing, and travel – it’s absurd to leave this
sort of detail to chance.

Using a cartridge case gauge is more conven-
ient than disassembling your gun to use the barrel
as a gauge. Also, as mentioned, a gauge that is

tighter than the chamber of your gun can only
mean better reliability in the function of the
ammunition through the gun.

The common cartridge case gauge also allows
you to look at overall length. If the cartridge is too
long, the bullet will protrude from the gauge.
Short cartridges are more easily spotted by using
cartridge boxes to package your ammunition. In
the box, it’s easy to see the primers and if any car-
tridges are notably shorter than the others. There
are some instances, however, where the cartridge
is intentionally loaded long, so these would be
expected to protrude from the gauge.

If you are currently gauging your ammunition,
it’s likely you already understand these points. If
you’re not gauging your handloads, you may want
to, to add that final little check to be certain your
ammunition is going to perform as intended.

Other elements of an ammunition factory,
such as engineering staffs, machine shops, sales
and marketing people and the like are not needed
by the handloader. Quality is an integral part of
reloading. Awareness of the importance of check-
ing things, and being certain everything is work-
ing correctly, and adjusted right, are significant
factors in making the best quality ammunition.

Someone once had an advertising slogan of
“Quality First.” For the reloader, it should be
“Quality First, Last, and In-between.”
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