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often unaware that their possession of a gun may
be in violation of prevailing law, or may be
unsure how those laws will be interpreted by
law enforcement and/or the courts. 

When even those in law-enforcement, and
bureaucrats in agencies which have promulgated
the regulations, are themselves unsure of what is
“legal” and what is not, a gun-owner’s fear of
unintentionally violating the law – and the
prospect of facing severe penalties for simply
answering a question – are well-grounded.

Brad Krause of West Allis, Wisconsin, was
arrested in August 2008, tried and finally acquit-
ted, for legally carrying his holstered weapon on
his property. Neither his frightened neighbor, nor
the arresting officers, understood the law. 

Likewise, Brian Aitken, who was moving
from Colorado to New Jersey, was arrested in
August 2010 and sentenced to seven years for
making an attempt to comply with New Jersey’s
gun laws. Luckily for him, Governor Chris
Christie commuted the sentence so Aitken
could pursue his life while his lawyer works to
overturn his felony conviction.

Therefore, it should come as no surprise that,
for any survey to accurately ascertain the percent-
age of firearm owners, the respondents must be
certain that the survey was completely anonymous. 

In order to quantify the phenomenon of
deliberate false-denial, PG & JDE conducted a
mail-back survey in the December 2000 issue of
Guns & Ammo magazine. We used G&A
because, according to anti-gun researcher Mark
Duggan, readers of G&A “are quite similar to
typical gun owners.”

We found that just under 30 percent of gun-
owner respondents would refuse to admit their
ownership. This survey did not involve a telephone
call from a pollster assuring the respondent that
their answers would remain confidential. In our
survey, we received approximately 7,000 complet-
ed survey forms from all 50 states. Because of the
continuing demonization of gun-owners, and
since a decade has passed since the time this sur-
vey was conducted, we would expect the figure to
exceed 30 percent today.

If such a high percentage of gun-owners – 30
percent – deny ownership, then adding  30 per-
cent to the General Social Survey’s finding might
even show that gun ownership actually
increased in the U.S. 

What a thought!
So, if you hear gloating firearm-prohibitionists

or politicians telling you that we gun-owners will
soon be as rare as a Ford Edsel, don’t believe it,
because it ain’t necessarily so. 
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