
tured molded grip is bright orange for better visi-
bility underwater. Blade length is 3.4” and open
length is just over 8”. Weight is just under four
ounces. The clip can be mounted for right- or
left-handed use. 

So, at last, Sharon and I have an excuse to
get wet in the Atlantic Ocean again – when I
test the 551H2O
against salt water!

Not just in battle, but
in everyday life, the
potential for life threat-
ening trauma is real.
Cavalry Arms makes
trauma kits that are sold
here in The Blue Press
and are designed for
dealing with major
wounds. Obviously, for
the law enforcement or
military person, either
the individual kit or the
larger version could
prove extremely useful.
But, for the private indi-
vidual, one of these kits could also be a life saver. 

If you’re at home and someone suffers a serious
wound, certainly you’ll call 911. But, the First Aid
you apply could make the difference between life
and death. Most medicine cabinets may contain
bandages of the kind you would put on a cut fin-
ger or scraped knee, but that’s about it. The Per-
sonal Trauma Kit contains gloves, a Chem-Light,
professional bandage with a second pad, and 15
grams of Celox, which is excellent as a response
for high-pressure, high-volume bleeding. Celox
contains chitosan, a natural polymer found in
shrimp shells. Internationally patented, Celox
induces clotting beyond
blood’s normal clotting
abilities. According to the
Celox website, even if it is
used to combat a severed
artery, it will still do the
job. Again, according to
the Celox website, “In test-
ing by the US Marines,
Celox was the only product
to obtain 100 per cent sur-
vival.” You pour it into the
wound and it gets to work,
clotting the blood.

Imagine taking one of the Cavalry Arms trauma
kits into the field if you are a hunter. The personal
kit in its own protective bag is less than a foot
long, under 3” thick and under 3-1/2” wide. The
kit weighs nine ounces on our postage scale; and,
yes, it would fit into the pocket of my Woolrich
Elite Series Tactical (woolricheliteseriestactical.
com) pants. The larger kit has even more life sav-
ing materials inside, but still isn’t too heavy to

place into a day pack or whatever. Check it out
for yourself.

As I’ve said before in print, I never got to serve
in the military because of a chronic dislocated
right shoulder. Be that as it may, I developed a life-
long interest in things military. One of the things I
learned was that there was a terrific book out there

that everyone could
benefit from. Back then,
it was in its seventh and
eighth editions. These
days, it’s in its 13th. It’s
from Stackpole Books
(stackpolebooks.com)
and entitled COMBAT
LEADER’S FIELD
GUIDE, and it is
packed with informa-
tion on everything from
First Aid to fighting
positions. 

The Guide is
designed to be some-
thing you have with
you in the field. I would

make one criticism only of this 13th Edition, that
being that it is the size of a trade paperback and
quite a bit larger than earlier versions, which
could be slipped into a plastic bag to guard
against moisture and carried in a pocket with
ease. That said, with this 13th Edition, you’ll want
a slightly larger bag and you’d carry it someplace
other than a standard-size pocket. It will actually
carry in some pockets, however. Sharon was kid-
ding me that it would work in the pocket of the
Woolrich Elite Series Tactical pants I was wearing
and I tried it and she was right. It would also fit in
a lot of jacket pockets. Size notwithstanding,

everything from patrolling
to land navigation and
map reading to radio pro-
tocols to First Aid is cov-
ered here. The non-military
person can benefit greatly
from this book’s diversity.
It’s a handy source for
information on nuclear,
biological and chemical
warfare, for understanding
military abbreviations, for
learning how to read the
stars in order to determine

direction, etc. If you’ve ever used the Guide, you
know how useful it can be.

A good knife, a trauma kit, a versatile emer-
gency radio and the COMBAT LEADER’S FIELD
GUIDE are all things which can protect you
and/or help you to get through a difficult situation.
These days, keeping such things handy makes
more sense than ever.

Don’t forget to visit Jerry at jerryahern.com! DP
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Celox coagulant granules and the other contents of the
Cavalry Arms P.T.K. (Personal Trauma Kit).

The new COMBAT LEADER’S FIELD GUIDE at left
with two old and well-worn previous editions.

See Page 47 for
more information.

January 10 Blue Press Section 1  11/14/09  9:56 AM  Page 21


