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Often in AHERN UNDER THE GUN, I advise

readers to be prepared. We just finished a book for
Krause that will be coming out in March of 2010.
Please note that it has been re-titled as Survive! –
The Disaster, Crisis and Emergency Handbook. A
great many practical concerns relating to disaster
preparedness are
covered, of course,
but the underlying
theme of the book is
to be informed and
plan ahead. In both
regards, one item of
equipment is indis-
pensible. That’s an
emergency radio.

Emergency radios
are designed to alert
you to NOAA
(National Oceanic
and Atmospheric
Administration) and
FEMA (Federal Emer-
gency Management
Agency) bulletins
which could directly affect your
survival. Let’s take the case of a
tornado. The radio “comes to life”
when there is a Watch (condi-
tions are right for the formation of
a tornado, but no tornado has
been spotted) or a Warning (a tor-
nado has been spotted and you
are in the danger zone). When there is really
active weather, your emergency radio will be
making a lot of announcements. The voice you’ll
hear is that of a computer, so the pronunciation
and inflection are
just a little strange.
You’ll notice it when
you hear it.

Granted, hearing
an alarm buzzer at
three in the morning
can be unnerving, but it beats
being dead. We’ve used an emer-
gency radio for years and wouldn’t
be without one. An emergency
radio should be in every home and
every place of business.

But, what happens when you
are on the road, or out in the field?
Extension cords? Although the
basic plug-in emergency radios are
the least expensive, if you move up just a little,
you can get one that runs off batteries and also
can be crank/dynamo powered. We’ve been work-
ing with a radio from Midland (midlandradio.com)
that has even more features. Called the “Base
Camp Radio,” this model is capable of two-way

communication with similar handheld or base
devices via twenty-two GMRS (General Mobile
Radio Service) channels and the license-free
Family Radio Service.

Among the Base Camp Radio’s many features
are a large, easy to read face, a clock with an
alarm, built-in LED flashlight, battery level indica-

tor, hand microphone –
it’s even water-resistant!

The Midland Base
Camp Radio is a versa-
tile, user-friendly device
that could literally save
your life. When it’s not
doing that, you can
relax with music or stay
informed about current
events using the AM/FM
feature.

When I was a young
man, I had a bumper
sticker before I actually
had a bumper. It read,
“AU H2O,” and trans-
lated, of course, to
“Goldwater.” I’m a life-
long conservative and
proud I supported Barry
Goldwater versus LBJ.
Now, I’ve got something
that is a 551SH2O. It’s
not a political bumper
sticker, though. It’s a
knife like none other

I’ve seen. A couple of years ago, Sharon and I had
the occasion to spend a few days on the beach at
St. Augustine, Florida. What a lovely spot! But,
never liking to be unarmed, I had a Benchmade

McHenry &
Williams Axis folder
in my swimming
trunks’ pocket. In
fairness to Bench-
made (benchmade.
com), that knife is

not designed to be carried
in salt water. However, it
held up just great against
the Atlantic Ocean. But
now, with this new model,
the 551SH20, you have
close to the same knife, but
one that is specially
designed to stand up to an
aquatic environment.

Using a highly corrosion-resistant blade steel
called X15 T.N. Stainless, this knife is designed to
be used by anyone from paranoid writers like
myself to someone who might be scuba diving. It
is an ambidextrous knife utilizing the superb Axis
mechanism – which is hard to beat – and the tex-
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Above: Midland’s Base
Camp Radio is capable
of two-way communica-
tion as well as receiving
emergency bands.
Right: Ahern demon-
strates the hand cranked
dynamo on the Base
Camp Radio.

Above: Left-profile
shot of the Benchmade
551SH2O knife spe-
cially made to be used
in wet environments.
Left: The spine of the
blade has ridges in the
portion behind the
stud in order to give
added traction for cer-
tain types of cutting
chores.
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