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pops up to alert you to a loaded chamber. The
undercut trigger guard lets you get a high, firm
hold on the gun, although the grip is rather
small…I have a fairly small hand, and my little
finger slips right under the magazine. 

Another desirable feature is the lack of a maga-
zine safety. Yeah, I’ve heard the argument that one
of those might come in handy if you think to drop
your mag just before someone takes your gun away
from you…but really!

Racking the slide on the 709 takes a bit of
effort, as one might expect from a small 9mm
handgun. One helpful technique is to grasp the
slide with your dominant hand, and push the
gripframe forward with the other hand. Works
like a charm!

The sights on the 709 were a pleasant surprise.
Unlike most compact handguns, this one has great
sights, nice and square, white dots front and rear,
and the rear sight is adjustable!

Taking the 709 to the range, I immediately
detected a problem. I inserted a loaded magazine,
racked the slide, aimed, and squeezed the trigger.
There was a slight click. WTF?! I squeezed further
and there was a satisfying bang. After several repe-
titions of this disturbing behavior, I discovered the
source of the problem. I had the joint of my finger
against the trigger. This prevented the trigger safety
from engaging until I was about halfway through
my squeeze. The initial single-action trigger pull is
approximately six pounds, and once I learned to
press the trigger with the center of my fingertip, the
problem was solved. By the time my first box of 50
rounds was almost gone, I was able to achieve
minute-of-vital-zone hits every time at 20 yards.
Realistically, the 709 is not a target pistol, and was
never intended to be one. At the ranges that one
should appropriately use a compact defensive
handgun, the 709 will perform splendidly. And it is
not a picky eater. As you might be aware, ammo
availability is still spotty, so I used a mixed bag (lit-
erally) for my test, including Winchester white box,
Speer Gold Dot, Federal FMJ and one magazine
load of my treasured stash of Winchester Black
Talons. All fed perfectly, without even a hiccup. 

The Taurus PT709 Slim is everything a state-of-
the-art, easily concealable defensive handgun
should be: it’s lightweight, has a small profile and
fires a respectable cartridge. MSRP starts at $459 in
blue, with stainless and titanium slides also avail-
able. Real-world retail prices start in the low
$300s. Sounds like a bargain to me. 

Taurus International • 16175 NW 49th Avenue 
• Miami, FL 33014 • Telephone 305-624-1115

www.TAURUSUSA.com

Keep it in Your Pants!
DeSantis Nemesis Pocket Holsters
Reviewed by Peter Caroline

As a firm believer in the element of surprise, I
have long been an advocate of concealed carry,
with a strong emphasis on the “concealed” part.
And today, with the incredible popularity of
pocket-sized .380 semiautos, comfortably carry-
ing an effective defense handgun 24/7 is easier
than ever before.  Of all the concealed-carry hol-
sters I’ve tried – and I’ve tried a lot of them – for
me, the most comfortable and convenient type is
the pocket holster. It’s a distinct improvement
over just dropping the pistol or revolver in your
pocket, because the pocket holster ensures that
the gun will always be in the optimum position

for optimum accessibility when needed. The hol-
ster distributes the weight of the gun evenly, so
the barrel doesn’t eventually wear a hole in your
pocket. In addition, the holster offers the gun a
greater degree of protection from pocket lint, and
from perspiration in hot weather.

One important requirement for any pocket
holster is that it not come out of your pocket
when you draw your handgun. This could not
only be embarrassing, but also potentially fatal.
To avoid this firearms faux pas, you need a hol-
ster with a “sticky” exterior surface that clings to
your pocket lining. And that is where DeSantis
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…continued on Page 75

“The pocket holster ensures 
that the gun will always 

be in the optimum position 
for optimum accessibility 

when needed.”
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