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Reviewed by Peter Caroline
Traditionally, a “belly gun” is a compact but

potent handgun that can be readily concealed,
usually stuffed into one’s waistband or a pocket.

Some classic examples are the Remington .41
caliber derringer, the Colt Model 1908 .380 pistol,
S&W’s New Departure
hammerless double-
action revolvers and,
more recently, Charter’s
.44 Special Bulldog. The
most recent entry into
this genre is Taurus’s new
PT709 Slim semiauto.
Chambered for the time-
honored 9mm Parabel-
lum cartridge, the poly-
mer-framed PT709 lives
up to its nomenclature; it is indeed slim, measuring
a scant 7/8” at its widest point. 

In other dimensions, the 709 is directly compa-
rable to your average 2” .38 Special revolver, and
at 19 oz., weighs several ounces less than the .38
snubbie. This semiauto has a 3.2” barrel and packs
7+1 rounds, two or three more than the revolver. I
understand that a nine-round extended mag is/will

be available. And the pistol is indeed quite con-
cealable. I carried one in a DeSantis Nemesis
pocket holster in my tan chinos on several social
occasions, and drew no comments. 

Although the 709 is a striker-fired pistol, it has
Taurus’s useful SA/DA trigger mechanism, which

normally fires from a
single-action mode, but
gives you a second,
double-action, try at fir-
ing a balky cartridge
before you have to
resort to a tap-rack-
bang. The trigger fea-
tures a Glock-like inte-
gral safety, and there is
also a handy (for
righthanders) frame-

mounted manual safety. As a sinistrally gifted
person, I’ve learned that the most effective safety
is to keep my finger away from the trigger, and
the 709 accommodates that technique brilliantly,
with a slight depression on both sides of the
frame, positioned exactly where you should keep
your finger when you don’t intend to shoot.
There’s a clever little indicator a la P08 Luger that
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The Taurus PT709 Slim
A Belly Gun for the 21ST Century

“The Taurus PT709 Slim is 
everything a state-of-the-art,

easily concealable defensive hand-
gun should be: it’s lightweight,
has a small profile and fires 

a respectable cartridge.”
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