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Reviewed by Peter Caroline
Some years ago, I attended a firearms media

range day at a shooting club owned by an ammu-
nition manufacturer near Las Vegas. I got to shoot
a wide variety of handguns and rifles, and was
treated to a lavish buffet lunch at the clubhouse. I
was seated on a couch, enjoying my meal, and got
to chatting with an
older gentleman sit-
ting next to me. It
turned out that he
was a former New
York City police offi-
cer and U.S. Customs
Service firearms
instructor by the
name of Jim Cirillo.
He was a fascinating
storyteller, so much
so that I never did go
back for seconds on
the food…probably a
first for me.  

Talking with Jim, I
learned that he had
been a member of the
NYCPD Stakeout Unit
back in the 1960s.
This was a small,
select group of expert
shooters, organized in
response to a rash of
violent holdups at
local businesses, typi-
cally 24-hour conven-
ience stores and bode-
gas. Squad members
would conceal them-
selves in a back room
or storage area, and
when armed robbers
appeared on the
scene, the officers
would take appropri-
ate, and usually dra-
matic action. The
Unit’s effectiveness
was such that, several
years later, it was disbanded; a new and more liber-
al administration determined that an inordinate pro-
portion of “minority” perpetrators had been
removed from society. Definitely not good P.R. for
the Mayor or the bigwigs at One Police Plaza.

For several years, I was able to get together
with Jim at the SHOT Show, and enjoy his tales.
He also had a wealth of information about the

effectiveness of various bullet configurations and
handgun sights. His untimely death in an auto
accident in 2007 was a great loss to the shooting
community, and we all miss him terribly. But I
recently heard some good news from Dillon’s
Mark Pixler and my fellow Blue Press contributor,
Duane Thomas. Back in 1999, Duane did a tele-

phone interview with
Jim, resulting in a
two-part article on
Jim’s gunfights pub-
lished in SWAT mag-
azine. In his own
inimitable fashion,
Jim describes how
the Stakeout Unit
came to be, and
graphically recalls
the details of several
of his gunfights,
including some
unforgettable scenes
at the coroner’s
office.

Duane recently
unearthed the origi-
nal, unedited tape of
this interview from
his archives, and is
offering it as a 45-
minute audio down-
load for only $14.95
(self-defense-
handgun.com). I lis-
tened to the tape,
several times in fact,
and it is pure,
unadulterated Cirillo.
The man was an
amazing storyteller,
and the stories are
true. A word of warn-
ing, however: this is
not for a squeamish,
prudish or politically
correct audience.
This is unvarnished
cop-talk, from a man

who had not only survived but also prevailed in
17 armed encounters and gunfights. Jim had
“seen the elephant” and lived to tell of it. 

If you enjoy a good yarn, and are not easily
offended by some rough language, I definitely rec-
ommend this audio download. Despite a slow and
rather off-topic opening, it’s a highly rewarding
insight into the world of a modern-day gunfighter. 
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