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serial numbers continuing from prior New Service
revolver production were also stamped in the
cylinder crane recess and on the inside surface of
the crane. These two numbers (designed to ensure
mating parts) should match if original, but will be
about 150,000 numbers higher than the later-
applied military system serial numbers on the butt.

Early serial numbers from 1 to about 30,000
will bear the inspection mark “GHS” for Major

Gilbert H. Stewart, on the left of the frame up
near the grooved rear sight. From there up to
about serial number 62,000, the “JMG” mark of
Lt. Col. John M. Gilbert will be found. Above that
number (May 15, 1918 to the end of production),
a generic eagle’s head marking with a number
was utilized. The revolver illustrated is an early
one carrying a three-digit Army serial number. It
has the early bored-through chambers, and was
manufactured in late 1917. The underside of the
barrel on these revolvers will be marked “UNIT-
ED STATES PROPERTY.” The top of the barrel is

marked “COLT’S PT.F.A. MFG.CO. HARTFORD
CT.USA” over “PAT’D AUG. 5, 1884. JUNE 5,
1900. JULY 4, 1905.” The left side of the barrel is
marked “COLT D.A. 45.”

World War I ended on November 11, 1918, and
production of the Colt Model 1917 terminated Feb-
ruary 19, 1919, with about 154,800 having been
made. It was widely issued during that war and
found general acceptance as a powerful and effec-
tive handgun. A picture exists of a feisty Army
artillery captain by the name of Harry Truman bear-
ing one in France. He liked the gun so much that

he bought it from the government at the close of
the war, paying all of $18.00 for it at the time.

It’s now on display in the Truman Presidential
Library in Independence, Missouri. I suspect

it is worth a lot more than $18.00 today!
M1917 revolvers were placed into

war reserve after WW I. As World War
II began in December of 1941, most

of these were removed from storage,
arsenal reconditioned and re-

issued. Most of the reconditioned
arms received a Parkerized fin-
ish, and will bear the marks of
the reconditioning arsenals or
depots. A majority of these
retreads were assigned to
guard duty in the conti-
nental U.S., but quite a
number saw combat
service overseas. After
World War II, the
M1917s were
declared obsolete,
and most were
released for sale as
surplus. Quite a
number were
issued to the Bor-
der Patrol and the
Postal Service. I
can remember
them being

quite plentiful in
the 1950s, and

available for quite rea-
sonable prices. They

became very popular for shooting up the then-
plentiful surplus .45 ACP ammo. Today they still
make admirable self-defense arms with plenty of
stopping power. In recent years, the 1917 revolvers
have become much harder to find, and collector
values have escalated markedly. These big Colts
have an interesting history, and are great items to
shoot and collect. I’ve owned several of them over
the years, and have never found them wanting for
sheer shooting pleasure. There’s a lot of history in
these classic relics of the two largest conflicts of
the 20 Century!

the Colt revolvers was not the
S&W counterparts. They were
ser-polished surfaces, and the
en mistaken for Parkerizing. 
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