
By John Marshall
The Makarov pistol was the standard sidearm of

most of the Soviet bloc for many years. It was
widely distributed and manufactured in three other
countries besides its native Russia. It was the most
ubiquitous sidearm of the Communist empire dur-
ing the Cold War era. Often regarded as the
“Russian PP,” it is in fact quite a different pistol. It’s
a classic and effective design, made in
huge numbers and distributed through-
out the world.

As World War II ended, the
Russians were still using the
Model 1895 gas-seal Nagant
revolver and the very crude TT-
33 Tokarev 7.62mm semiauto
pistol. The Tokarev cartridge was
a spin-off of and virtually inter-
changeable with the 7.63mm
Mauser, a bottlenecked high-veloc-
ity number. The Tokarev pistol was
an interesting design that looked a lot
like our 1911 pistol, but had an en-bloc remov-
able sear and hammer system, and no manual
safety. It was an adequate but flawed design, and
although many newer designs were considered
before and during WWII, none were picked to
replace it. As the war ended, the Russians overran
the Walther factory in Zella-Mehlis, Thuringia,
near Suhl. The victorious invaders thus carefully
studied the design of the PP and PPK pistols and
German production techniques. In 1945, the
Russian government announced trials for a new
standard pistol. The requirements included cost-
effectiveness, reliability, accuracy, compact
dimensions, and better stopping power.
Competing designers were I.I. Rakov, N.F.
Makarov, S.G. Simonov, P.V. Voyevodin, and oth-
ers. Many former German firearms experts were
forced to work for the Soviets, and their expertise
in production techniques was not lost on their
captors. Their input was freely shared with the
many Russian designers.

Nikolay Fyedorovich Makarov was born in
1914 near Ryazanskaya Oblask in Russia, the
son of a railroad machinist. He became an
apprentice at a school for factory workers in
1929, and he became known for excellent metal
work. He then enrolled at the Tulskiy Mechanical
Institute, graduating there in 1929. A talented
designer, his pistol was built around a new
Russian cartridge very similar to the 9mm Ultra,
a Walther design that was developed near the
end of WWII. The idea was maximum power in a
cartridge that could be used in blowback-operat-
ed pistols using no locking mechanism. There
was much thought put into this cartridge design,
and today the 9mm Makarov round is considered
a milestone. Although somewhat similar to the

.380 ACP, it utilized a bullet diameter of about

.364” (9mm Luger and .380 ACP bullets measure

.355” in diameter). In power level, it is about
midway between the .380 ACP and the 9mm
Luger. Makarov’s design was accepted as stan-
dard military issue in 1951. It proved to be an
effective combination of German and Russian
ideas. It was reliable, effective, and easy to man-

ufacture and maintain. It was christened the PM,
for Pistolet Makarova.

While similar to the double-action Walther PP
in configuration, the Makarov pistol is greatly sim-
plified. For example, there are 42 parts to the PP,
while the Mak gets by with only 25. The Mak dis-
penses with a loaded-chamber indicator pin. The
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40 CCLLAASSSSIICC HHAANNDDGGUUNNSS:: TThhee SSoviet Pistolet Makarova 

““TThheerree aarree 4422 ppaarts 
ttoo tthhee WWaalltthheerr PPP, 
wwhhiillee tthhee MMaakkaarroov 

ggeettss bbyy wwiitthh oonnllyy 225.”
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