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By David S. Shimm, M.D.
Those of us not in the firearms business have

limited mechanisms for purchasing firearms. We
can purchase them from an FFL dealer, we can
purchase them from an individual (which requires
the involvement of an FFL dealer in some states),
and we can purchase certain US military surplus
rifles from the Civilian Marksmanship Program
(here, the CMP acts as an FFL dealer). There is
another, legal, way that individuals can purchase
certain firearms which does not require going
through an FFL dealer – by obtaining a Curios and
Relics (C&R) collector’s license from the BATFE.

A C&R license allows a collector to purchase
certain firearms in interstate commerce without
going through an FFL dealer, filling out a 4473, or
going through a Brady check. Note that this license
does not allow the holder to buy and sell just any
firearm. This license applies only to curios and
relics, which are defined as “Firearms which are of
special interest to collectors by reason of some
quality other than is associated with firearms
intended for sporting use or as offensive or defen-
sive weapons” (27CFR178.11). To be recognized as
curios or relics, firearms must fall within one of the
following categories: 

(a) Firearms which were manufactured at least 50
years prior to the current date, but not includ-
ing replicas thereof; 

(b) Firearms which are certified by the curator of
a municipal, State, or Federal museum which
exhibits firearms to be curios or relics of
museum interest; and 

(c) Any other firearms which derive a substantial
part of their monetary value from the fact that
they are novel, rare, bizarre, or because of
their association with some historical figure,
period, or event. Proof of qualification of a
particular firearm under this category may be
established by evidence of present value and
evidence that like firearms are not available
except as collector’s items, or that the value
of like firearms available in ordinary commer-
cial channels is substantially less. 

The BATFE C&R list through 2001 and the May
2005 and May 2006 updates can be found on its
website (see below). While the bulk of the list con-
sists of relatively obscure firearms of principal
interest to niche collectors, examination of the list
also reveals a number of firearms still recognized
as “shooters”: Enfield, Browning Hi-Power, M1911
.45 acp, FN FAL, High Standard .22, Makarov
9x18, Ruger Blackhawk, SKS, Winchester M70.

The C&R is not a license to engage in the busi-
ness of buying and selling firearms; rather it is a
license to collect firearms of historical interest. This
does not mean that the collector cannot sell
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