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By Jerry Ahern, Photos by Sharon Ahern
Two of the most popular submachineguns in

the world – and, certainly, two of the most recog-
nizable – are the Israeli Uzi and the British Ster-
ling. The Uzi has seen service as everything from a
commando weapon to a tool for guarding Ameri-
can Presidents. In recent years, the weapon has
even been offered with a 16” barrel, a closed bolt
with a floating firing pin and semi-automatic capa-
bility only. Although occasionally available in
other calibers, and made in varying quantities by
other manufacturers, the Uzi is typically found in
9x19mm Parabellum as manufactured by Israeli
Military Industries (IMI). Although the Uzi was
withdrawn from Israeli military service in 2003, it
still sees service in various other countries, in
police and military contexts. As a semiauto car-
bine, the Uzi can be anything from a fun plinker
to a “scary looking” defender of the home, the RV,
the boat or the campsite.

Much the same can be said for the Sterling,
which I touched on in this column back in 2009.
Although the Sterling was discontinued for serv-
ice by United Kingdom forces in 1994, like the
Uzi, it too is still in service in other nations.
Sharon and I visited India during the last two
weeks of March 2011. While in India we saw
several Sterlings worn on-body by Indian person-
nel, guarding everything from airports to the
fabled and exquisitely beautiful Taj Mahal. These
were the Submachine Gun Carbine 9mm 1A1
variants, manufactured in India.

The Uzi’s origins date back long before its actu-
al invention by then-captain Uziel Gal in 1948,
the same year the Jewish state was granted inde-
pendence and began its fight for life. With the
departure of the British from Palestine and the
United Nations vote for the formation of the Jew-
ish state, those who lusted for the destruction of

Israel were ready to strike. When the state of Israel
was born, many instances of departing British
troops intentionally “losing” their weapons were
reported – some of these arms likely the
antecedents of the Sterling, the British Sten. These
caring “Tommies” did what they could to enable
the people of Israel to arm themselves against
what was thought to be an impending slaughter. 

The Sterling was derived from the earlier Sten
guns and was developed by George William
Patchett, the chief designer at the Sterling Arma-
ments Company. One of the features which made
the gun an overnight “hit” was the fact that it
could use with reliability the straight Sten gun
magazines, which were available in abundance, in
addition to its own, slightly curved ones. The
reverse is not true, however. 

The Uzi was prototyped in 1950 and went into
production very shortly thereafter, the Sterling
actually seeing very limited service in WWII,
debuting, as it did, in 1944. Both weapons are
blowback operated and fire from an open bolt, the
Uzi’s singularly most interesting design feature its
telescoping bolt. This was nothing new; but, in a
submachinegun, it was quite noteworthy. For reli-
able function of a bolt in an automatic or semi-
automatic weapon, there must be sufficient mass
to have adequate momentum in order to make the
gun go bang every time. With a telescoping bolt, a
significant portion of the mass and weight of the
bolt surrounds the barrel instead of being behind
the barrel, as in the more conventional bolt found
in the Sterling. This telescoping bolt allows the
magazine to be in the pistol grip, rather than well
forward of it, as in the German MP38 and MP40,
as well as the Sterling. The telescoping bolt allows
for a lighter and smaller weapon, as well. 

The Sterling has many unique features all its
own. Disassembly is simple. The Sterling maga-
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At top, the Century
International Arms
UC-9 Carbine, a
semiautomatic only
Uzi. At center, the
Sterling Type I Semi-
auto Rifle. Below it,
the Type II Sterling,
with modified receiv-
er that incorporates a
full-length barrel
shroud for the longer
barrel USA law man-
dates. Both the Uzi
and the Sterling Type I
have their folding
stocks extended.
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