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venerable .32 and .380 pocket pistols, but far
more compact. Kimber very considerately includ-
ed both an ambidextrous safety and ambidextrous
magazine release, and a highly visible set of dove-
tailed 3-dot sights, with the rear sight adjustable
for windage. At the rear of the barrel, there’s a
handy little chamber viewing port. There are no
sharp edges, and it feels just right.

It is always good policy, with any firearm, to
read the instruction manual. In the case of the
Solo, it is imperative. There are some features and
characteristics that you must know about before
you stuff a bunch of rounds in and start blasting
away. First of all, the factory recommends the use
of 124-grain or higher premium factory personal
defense ammo. This insures proper function and
makes good sense; this is a pistol purposely
designed to stop a threat, not for making pretty
holes in paper. Also, when loading the Solo, you
must first lock back the slide, then insert the
loaded magazine, making sure that the rounds are
seated as far back in the magazine as possible.
Then, and only then, release the slide and let it
seat the first round. If you are in the habit of carry-
ing a pistol with a full magazine and an empty
chamber, you might do well to rethink this prac-
tice. The tolerances on the Solo are very close, and
it takes a considerable effort to pull back the slide
over a full magazine. When reassembling the Solo
after field-stripping, the slide stop must be
installed correctly: again, RTFM!

When you first fire the Solo, you immediately
realize that this is a step up from your pocket

.380. The recoil is assertive, but not unpleas-
ant. This is, after all, a 17-ounce pistol firing
rounds originally intended for a 30-ounce pistol.
When first firing the Solo, I initially ran into the
Old Dog vs. New Tricks syndrome. I turned the
gun over to my shooting buddies, who fired a few
rounds and informed me that I had my head
wedged in an undignified place. The trigger pull is
about seven pounds with 1/2” of travel. Once I
stopped trying to stage the trigger, and instead
adopted a smooth, consistent pull, groups tight-
ened up considerably. Well, duh! At 15 yards off-
hand, I was able to consistently achieve five-
round groups of 1-3/4” to 2-1/2”. I did try out
some 115-grain ammo, and experienced no mal-
functions, but there’s really no point in using it
when more effective ammo is readily available.

The Solo Carry is available with either a black or
silver frame. The supplied magazine holds six
rounds, and I understand that an eight-round maga-
zine is available. This latter might be a useful option
for those with large hands who prefer some extra
length to grab onto. MSRP, in either finish, is $747.

I have enjoyed two wonderful decades review-
ing guns for The Blue Press. Every once in a while,
I come across one treasure that I cannot bear to
send back to the manufacturer. The Kimber Solo is
one of those, and I know my Director of the Home
Budget will be chiming in with, “What, another
gun?” The Solo is not “another gun”; it is special.
Kimber Mfg., Inc. • 1 Lawton Street • Yonkers, NY 10705
• Sales: (888)243-4522 • Customer Service: (914) 964-

0771 • www.kimberamerica.com 

MM, 
defined
Carry

MM, 
edefined
 Carry

11

The NAA PUG!
®

Convenient...
Reliable...

Effective!

Specifications: Weight: 6.4 oz.
Barrel Length: 1”• Overall Length: 4 1/2”
Overall Height: 2 3/4”• Overall Width: 7/8”

Model Number: 
NAA-PUG-T (Tritium)       
NAA-PUG-D (White-Dot)   

The name “PUG” may have derived from the
Latin Pugnus, meaning Fist.  With this in mind,
the NAA PUG can be characterized as
multum in parvo (“much in little”) in reference
to the small and convenient size.
Squat and sturdy like its namesake dog, The NAA

PUG is chambered in 22 Magnum and sports a 1”
heavy barrel.  You can count on this stocky com-
panion to deliver a bite even worse than his bark.

Slightly oversized pebble-textured rubber grips
enable the handler to keep a firm “leash” on this
pocket-sized puppy.  The XS sighting system pro-
vides a quick sight picture and will enable the
handler to direct the bite.

The pedigree is pure North American Arms. 
North American Arms, Inc.
2150 S. 950 E., Provo, UT 84606-6285
1.800.821.5783
www.NorthAmericanArms.com
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