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Reviewed by Peter Caroline
When I reached my majority and was able to

buy handguns legally, there were a lot of surplus
9mm Parabellum pistols available. These were
mostly bring-backs from World War II. I can
remember buying or trading Lugers, Walther
P38s, Browning P35s, Radoms and Astras, all in
the $20-30 range. They were interesting and col-
lectible exotics, but the cartridge was not regard-
ed as a serious defensive option by many on this
side of the pond. Except for the P35, with its
13+1 capacity, they offered no real advantage
over a surplus 1911, which was approximately
the same size. Some years later, the high-capacity
WonderNines arrived on the scene and law
enforcement agencies started switching from
revolvers to this “new” caliber. Although some-
what smaller than their military antecedents,
these new 9mm pistols were still not “pocket
models” by any stretch of the imagination. If you
wanted something in a reasonably serious caliber

that would fit in a pants or jacket pocket, you
were pretty much limited to a .380, and with the
advent of the Ruger LCR at the 2008 SHOT Show,
the pocket .380 market took off. And some very
serious .380 defensive ammo followed.

We Americans, however, have a tradition of
demanding something hotter and better. It arrived
in 2011. Kimber Manufacturing, Inc., known for
their wide range of 1911A1 variants, had given
their designers a blank sheet of paper upon
which to create a totally innovative and practical
pocket-sized 9mm.

The result is the new Kimber Solo Carry. Unlike
most current pocket 9mms, the Solo features all-
metal, stainless steel and aluminum alloy con-
struction. It weighs just 17 ounces, and measures
only 5-1/2” in length. Although the Solo does
employ a tilting barrel lock system similar to the
1911, and the controls will be familiar to any
1911 fan, it is a hammerless, striker-fired pistol. In
appearance and feel, it is reminiscent of Colt’s
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