
DP

11

4, with a special slide, frame and 25th Anniversary
medallion on the grip. 

The good news is, Winchester (winchester-
guns.com) has resurrected the Model 94, and not
just in ornate special-edition form. The Model 94
Short Rifle, with 20” barrel, is chambered for the
traditional .30-30 Win. The Model 94 Sporter, with
24” barrel, is chambered for .30-30 and .38-55.
The bad news is, MSRP runs from $1,129.99 for
the Short Rifle, to $1,229.99 for the Sporter. 

Smith & Wesson (smith-wesson.com), as usual,
displayed an array of heartbreakingly beautiful
custom and engraved handguns that are almost
too lovely to shoot. On the practical, gotta have it,
gotta shoot it side, there’s a new S&W revolver to
tug at our purse strings. It’s called the Governor.
With a six-round capacity, it fires both .45 Colt
cartridges and .410 shotshells. And, for added
measure, it also handles .45 ACP in moon clips.
This versatile wheelgun has a 2.75” barrel, a Tri-
tium front night sight and a shock-absorbing grip
with Crimson Trace Lasergrip optional.

ISSC (austriansportingarms.com) displayed sev-
eral versions of its very Glock-like M22 .22 LR
semiauto pistol. Very nicely put together, indeed!

Taurus’ sister company, Rossi (rossiusa.com)
offered a large number of new goodies. There is
now a Circuit Judge revolving carbine in .22 Mag-
num/.22 Long Rifle, a 28 Gauge Circuit Judge, a
.410 3” Mag/.45 Colt Circuit Judge Lever Action
(Why? Why not!), billed as “The Fastest Gavel in
The West,” a .410 Gauge Trail Judge “mare’s leg”
and a .22 LR/.410 GA/.45 Colt Matched Pair sin-
gle-shot pistol. And that’s just a partial list. 

Umarex (umarexusa.com), the folks who
brought us the .22 LR semiauto HK-MP5 look-
alike, were displaying a Carl-Walther-built, full-
scale Government 1911 in .22 Long Rifle. It field

strips just like your basic 1911, and accepts 1911
aftermarket accessories. They also showed me
their Turkish-built Regent .45 ACP 1911A1 that
looked like it came brand new right out of a WWII
U.S. Army supply depot.

Safety Harbor Firearms (safetyharborco.com)
premiered an intriguing line of ultra-compact 12-
Gauge entry guns. Picture, if you will, a Reming-
ton 870 or Mossberg 500 action with a pistol grip
and a 7.25” barrel. A little grip folds down verti-
cally to assist in operating the action. Prices are
most reasonable: $745 for the Remington, $675
for the Mossberg. Of course, you have to have
complete the proper NFA paperwork, and pay for
a $5 A.O.W. (Any Other Weapon) tax stamp. 

For those of us who have been eagerly awaiting
the reintroduction of  the legendary Merwin, Hul-
bert & Co. (merwinhulbertco.com) revolver, the
news is, the wait continues. Although an example
of the frame of the new gun was on display, this
rebirth seems to be enduring a long labor. I live in
hope. The original Merwin was a mechanical mar-
vel, and I could kick myself for not buying one
back in the early ‘60s, when a shootable specimen
could be had for about thirty bucks. Oh well. 

I was privileged to have Bill Laughridge, Pres-
ident of Cylinder & Slide, Inc. (cylinder-
slide.com), take me on a tour of his new 1911
Government Model 100th Anniversary Edition.
This is an exact reproduction – down to the last
tiny component – of the very first 1911 pistols.
No detail has been overlooked. These will be
made only to order, and the price is $5,000.
Worth every penny, I must admit.

At the end of four days a trekking through
literally acres of exhibits, I was thoroughly
excited, exhausted and blissfully suffering total
sensory overload. The drive back from Las
Vegas was smooth and uneventful, with plenty
of time to plan for next year…what will they
come up with next?

ownstairs on Christmas morning”
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