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By Paul Gallant, Alan Chwick and Joanne D. Eisen
Gun-prohibitionists know that the shock value

of firearm-related mass murders can be used to
their advantage. According to anti-gun Australian
public health professor, Simon Chapman, sensa-
tional mass murders committed with firearms, like
the recent Arizona shootings, can be “critically
important to possible advances in gun control
policies….” Chapman continued, “There is a great
deal of advocacy that must take place before,
immediately after and then well into the critical
post-massacre period to ensure that community
and political grief, outrage and anger translate into
policy and law reform.”

In his 1998 book, Over Our
Dead Bodies, Chapman laid out
his ghoulish recipe for advancing
civilian disarmament. And
he was brazen
enough to
admit that we
American
gun-owners
might view
these
exploitive
attempts to capi-
talize on such
events as a “vul-
ture-like attitude to
human tragedy,
with advocates wait-
ing patiently for…gun
massacres so they might
climb aboard community out-
rage and opportunistically capi-
talise on the misfortune of others.”

He was right; we
believe that profiting
from human tragedy
by spreading fear and
disinformation is evil
and reprehensible. 

Our Founding
Fathers did not have
to resort to advocacy
to create a norm con-
ducive to freedom: a
gun culture. When
they wrote the blue-
print for our republic,
they used their command of history, truth and
common sense. But in recent decades, lies
were told, disguised as science, greatly damag-
ing that culture. 

Medical charlatans like Arthur Kellermann, in
the late 1980s and early 1990s, produced a slew
of junk-science studies, which “proved” that

people who live in households containing
firearms were at great risk. Their friends and
neighbors were in danger, as well. While these
“scientific” papers were eventually refuted, the
lies still stick, demonizing and marginalizing
peaceable gun-owners.

Predictably, the Arizona massacre is deliberate-
ly being used to fuel the fear of firearms that has
been built up over the years. That fear has shaped
the state of our norm today – our norm now
includes the raw fear and emotion dredged up by
the Chapmans and the Kellermanns of the world.

Fear and suspicion is facilitated by the media,
which keeps up a drumbeat of
publicity. The Scientific Ameri-
can asked, “How many mas-
sacres will it take for gutless

politicians to stand up to gun
nuts?” The NY Times asked,

“How Many Deaths Are
Enough?” And the

Kansas City Star
demanded, “Pro-

tect kids from
gun owners and
guns.”

We’ve let our
American norm

become so
damaged that
lies and
uncommon
sense pre-
vail in any

discussion
after a mass public shooting. But

we can we bring the focus back to
the overwhelming
benefits of our original
American norm.

Prohibitionists will
always have pictures
of corpses and
maimed victims to
point to, when the dis-
cussion turns to the
costs of private firearm
possession. The recent
statement by Dr. Gary
Kleck, based on his
and others’ research –

“making guns unavailable for self-defense
can…cost lives…” – is almost impossible to use to
counter the images. 

But just as repetition of photos of corpses can
create fear, familiarity with weapons can create
respect. One of the first steps that must be taken
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Massacring the Norm 
of an Armed Citizenry 

Australian anti-gunner
Simon Chapman laid out
his ghoulish recipe for

advancing civilian 
disarmament in his 1998

book, Over Our Dead Bodies.
It worked in Australia. 
Are we going to let his
recipe work in America?
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